IHE £ 


| baltimoresun.com) | baltimoresun.com )) 


Suggs primed 


to keep playing 


SPORTS 


BALTIMORE 


G lek aA 


) taforming more than 1 million Maryland readers weekly in print and online 


FRIDAY 


Price $2. Our 180th year, No. 363 


COMING SUNDAY SPE 


2017 YEAR II 


News, politics, business, aeai T ES, INE, sports and more 


ICIAL SECTION 


LLOYD FOX/BALTIMORE SUN 


Harmonie Brown gets consoled by the Rev. Brenda Sewell during the vigil at the War Memorial building. Brown’s brother, Victorius 
Swift, 19, was killed on March 26 on Reisterstown Road. 


City prayer vigil honors 
lives lost to violence 


343 victims of homicide remembered at War Memorial ceremony 


By TALIA RICHMAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Mayor Catherine Pugh looked out into the 
sea of people that filled the Baltimore War 
Memorial Building Thursday night. The 
crowd held up signs emblazoned with 
inspirational words — “blessings,” “whole- 
ness,” “resolve” — as Pugh rattled off the 
phrases, each one representing a sentiment 
she hopes Baltimore takes into the new year. 

Pugh was joined on stage by City Council 
President Bernard C. “Jack” Young, Police 
Commissioner Kevin Davis and other city 
officials for a prayer vigil honoring the lives 
lost to violence in Baltimore this year. Staring 
up at them from the front rows were the 


“This will become the 
safest city in America.” 
Mayor Catherine Pugh 


families of young men killed in the city’s 
streets during a deadly 2017. 

“We will change the future of Baltimore,” 
Pugh told the packed hall. “This will become 
the safest city in America.” 

Baltimore has suffered 343 homicides in 
2017, setting a record for killings per capita 
with three days left in the year. 

The dead include a Morgan State Uni- 
versity sophomore who was shot after police 


say he inadvertently walked into a robbery, a 
97-year-old man, nicknamed “Pop-Pop,” who 
was found unresponsive in the East Balti- 
more home where he lived for six decades, 
and the stepson of a prominent local defense 
attorney, described as a “big teddy bear,” who 
was killed outside a gas station. 

A Baltimore police homicide detective 
was killed while investigating a previous 
West Baltimore shooting. A volunteer 
firefighter who was preparing to join the 
Baltimore Fire Department was shot in his 
Upper Fells Point home. 

They were joined in 2017 by hundreds of 
other parents, siblings and children on the 
grim list of Baltimore’s dead. 

See VIGIL , page I 
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GOLDMAN’S CLOSING: The brother and 
sister who operate Goldman’s Kosher Bakery 
on Reisterstown Road have decided to close 
the business, despite its continuing success. 
The bakery and a satellite stand at Seven Mile 
Market will reopen under separate owners. 
NEWS PG 2 


NATION 


OFFICIAL WINNER IN ALABAMA: Democ- 
rat Doug Jones’ historic victory over Republi- 
can Roy Moore was declared official Thurs- 
day as Alabama election officials certified 
him the winner of the special Senate election 
earlier this month. NEWS PG6 


DEVASTATION LINGERS: Three months 
after Hurricane Maria wrecked the tiny 
Caribbean islands of Barbuda and everybody 
left, little is back to normal. NEWS PG 6 
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eased 


New Md. law makes 
contraceptives more 
affordable, accessible 


By ANDREA K. McCDANIELS 
The Baltimore Sun 


Marylanders will have an easier time 
getting birth control next year under a 
sweeping new law aimed at expanding and 
protecting people’s access to contraception. 

Under the law, which goes into effect Jan. 
L insurers are required to provide most 
forms of birth control with no out-of- 
pocket costs to the patient. The law also 
requires insurers to cover vasectomies, or 
sterilization, for men without charging 
out-of-pocket expenses. And insurers must 
pay for over-the-counter birth control, 
including the Plan B emergency contracep- 
tion, also known as the morning-after pill. 
The pill is taken after sexual intercourse to 
prevent a pregnancy. 

Women will be able to get birth control 
pills and other contraception in six-month 
doses rather than having to refill a prescrip- 
tion every month, and they will no longer 
have to get pre-authorization from an 
insurance company to get implants and 
IUDs, which slowly release spermicide or 
hormones into the body to prevent preg- 
nancy. 

Maryland, which passed its law in 2016, is 
among about a dozen states that have 
strengthened birth control laws in the last 
few years in response to gaps in insurance 
See CONTRACEPTION, page 11 


Maryland 
joins other 
states in 
suing EPA 


Action aims at making 
agency curb air pollution 
from outside state lines 


By PAMELA Woop 
The Baltimore Sun 


Maryland has joined several other 
Northeastern states in suing the US. 
Environmental Protection Agency in an 
effort to hold other states accountable for 
pollution that blows into the region, cre- 
ating hazardous summertime smog. 

“Interstate smog doesn’t respect political 
boundaries, so we need more action by 
upwind states and the EPA to protect our 
citizens and level the playing field for our 
businesses,” said Ben Grumbles, Maryland’s 
environment secretary. 

Maryland and other Northeastern states 
have been trying since 2013 to add more 
states to a group known as the Ozone 
Transport Region, which coordinates ef- 
forts to reduce air pollution. They formally 
petitioned the EPA to require nine “up- 


MOSTLY CLOUDY AND COLD © o oœ eye wind” states — Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
i Nav y routs V Ir gmia m Military Bowl Michigan, North Carolina, Ohio, Tennessee, 
19 Navy quarterback Zach Abey, left, ran for a touchdown in the third quarter, leading to his Virginia and West Virginia — to join the 

interstate group. 


team congratulating him. The Midshipmen toppled the Virginia Cavaliers, 49-7, in the 
Military Bowl at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium in Annapolis on Thursday. 
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